Elders at Little Rock Church

LRC believes that God has called each church to be shepherded and overseen by a group of men that the New Testament calls elders, overseers, shepherds, or pastors. The most common term given to this group of men charged to oversee the church is elder. In the New Testament, the elders have responsibility for the oversight and direction of the church. They are to seek the mind of Christ (who is the head of the church), in all matters through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. They must be able to "teach and exhort the church in sound doctrine" and "refute those who contradict the truth." Elders are to lead by example and will provide instruction for the maintenance of healthy relationships within the church.

For further study on the New Testament role of elders please see Hebrews 13:7, 17, 1 Thessalonians 5:12, I Peter 5:2-3, Titus 1:5-9, , and 1 Timothy 3:1-7. Elders at LRC are chosen by the Holy Spirit and affirmed or reaffirmed regularly by the church body.

What are the duties of an elder at Little Rock Church?
The Bible spells out at least four duties and obligations of an elder: 

1) Elders are to be the overseers of the church. “While Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch of Syria, some men from Judea arrived and began to teach the Christians 'unless you keep the ancient Jewish custom of circumcision taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.' Paul and Barnabas, disagreeing with them, argued forcefully and at length. Finally, Paul and Barnabas were sent to Jerusalem, accompanied by some local believers, to talk to the apostles and elders about this question” (Acts 15:1-2, NLT). The question was raised and forcefully argued, then taken to the apostles and elders for a decision. This passage teaches that elders have the overall spiritual authority in the life of Little Rock Church.  At Little Rock Church, the elders have entrusted the oversight of the day-to-day mission and ministry to our ministry staff through the leadership of Lynn Cook, Senior Minister. 

2) Elders are to pray for the sick and hurting. "Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord" (James 5:14). Since the elders have to meet specific qualifications, their lives are godly and therefore the sin in their lives is minimal and is confessed regularly; therefore, they are used to pray for the sick.  At Little Rock Church, the elders meet regularly with those that are in crisis, sick or spiritually hurting.  This includes being available each week at 9 AM for prayer. 

3) They are to shepherd the flock. "Yield to those leading you, and be submissive, for they watch for your souls, as those who must give account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief; for that is unprofitable for you" (Hebrews 13:17). They are accountable for the spiritual life of the church.  At Little Rock Church, this is done through the house church ministry.  Each shepherd at LRC shepherds 3 to 4 house churches by working closely with the house church leader. LRC shepherds concern themselves with caring for people, especially our house church leaders.  Lynn Cook will oversee the day-to-day management of the house church ministry. 

4) They are to oversee the preaching and teaching of the word. Elders are called to feed the flock spiritually. "I exhort the elders who are among you, I being also an elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. Feed the flock of God among you, taking the oversight, not by compulsion, but willingly; nor for base gain, but readily; nor as lording it over those allotted to you by God, but becoming examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a never-fading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:1-4). Elders are the designated as the spiritual leaders of the church, and the flock is entrusted to them by God. They are to assume the spiritual responsibility for the spiritual feeding and care of the church through the preaching and teaching.  At Little Rock Church this is done primarily through the ministry staff of LRC under the leadership of the Senior Minister.  

Guidelines for Elder Selection Process at Little Rock Church

Elders will be affirmed or reaffirmed every three years.
Elders can resign their role at any time.

Rules governing the process will be made known to the congregation before each process.

Current elders and ministers will oversee the affirmation process.

The ministers of Little Rock Church will manage the affirmation process.

Elder candidates will meet with current elders and Senior Minister to review the role of elder/shepherds, for feedback and training, and prayer.

