Who’s the Boss?

Virtue: Respect—showing others they are important by what you say and do.

Memory Verse: “Show proper respect to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17, NIV

Bible Story: Who’s the Boss? (showing respect for authority) • Romans 13:1-7
Bottom Line: You respect God when you show respect for people in charge.

GET READY

For each small group, do the following:

· Story Review: Provide Bibles
· Up and Down: Provide a playground ball or volleyball.

· Memory verse activity: Bibles, poster board, markers
As always, you have a choice when it comes to the activities suggested here. For instance, you may want to do the memory verse activity, the prayer experience, and one of the application activities. Choose the activities you think will appeal most to your kids and that meet your time and budget needs. 
* 1. Story Review (Review activity)

SUPPLIES: Bibles

Read Romans 13:1-7 with the group. If most of the children are readers, have each child read 1 verse or sentence. After reading, ask the following questions:

· Who has people in charge of their lives? (everyone)
· Who puts people in charge in our lives? (God)
· Do we have a choice to respect people in charge (yes)

· Are there consequences for our choices (Yes – punishment or negative consequences, or praise or positive consequences)

2. Up and Down (application activity / great for boys) 

SUPPLIES: playground ball or volleyball (For younger children use an inflatable ball) 
In a large, open area, preferably outside, play volleyball—either in two teams with a net or line, or by just volleying the ball into the air over and over, with anyone who’s able to hit it doing so. See how long you can keep the volley going. See how high you can volley the ball. If you have several small groups, compare the number of hits in your longest volley. To add variety, let the group shout “up” and “down” to indicate the movement of the ball.

Tip: If you can’t go outside or have space issues, require players to sit on the floor, within an arm’s distance of each other. This will be challenging and fun. You may want to use a lighter weight ball, too.

LEADER: “Respect goes up and comes down, just like the volleyball went up and down. It goes up to people who are over us, and to God. You respect God when you show respect for people in charge. Respect also comes down to us. When we show respect, everyone wins—including us. When we show disrespect, everyone suffers—including us. [Personalize] (Tell kids about a time you suffered as a result of disrespect, or about others you have seen suffer because of disrespect.) [Apply] How have you seen people suffer at home or at school because of disrespect? Have you ever seen respect make a situation better? Which do you think is the better choice to make? Which one pleases God?”

3. Memory verse activity

SUPPLIES: Poster board, markers

Have children look up 1 Peter 2:17 in their Bibles. When everyone has found the verse, ask kids what type of book this is: a gospel, a letter, or a history book. (A letter) How do they know it is a letter? (See verse 1 of chapter 1—“to”) Who wrote the letter? (Peter; see verse 1 of chapter) Read the memory verse aloud as a group. Next, [Apply] ask kids how they can do what the verse says—show proper respect to everyone. (Listen up, do what you are told, show initiative, give respect first, watch attitude, etc.) Ask kids to tell how these things show respect to people in charge. (Acknowledges their role, shows you are listening, shows what they have to say is important, shows that you understand that they are a leader.) Why is it important to show respect to people in charge? (Because God says we should) How does it please God when we show respect? (God put leaders in our lives, and when we respect them, it shows that we trust God and love Him enough to obey Him and the leaders He has given us; the Bible tells us to respect, so we are obeying God’s Word.)
Work together as a group to create a memory verse poster you will use the remaining weeks. Have each child contribute a picture, share with the group what the picture is, and say the memory verse. Keep the poster board for future use.

4. Prayer

Ask the following questions:

· How do we show respect to God? (By respecting those in charge of us)

· How can you show your school teachers respect this week? (examples: listen to your teacher, do what he/she says, say “thank you” and “please.”)
· (For older children) When is it difficult to show respect?

End in prayer with the children. Encourage every child to pray. If needed, give a child a prompt such as

· “God help me to respect my teacher who’s name is…

